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three days the streets of Moorshedabad were filled with
mutinous soldiers, and order was only restored by a
liberal distribution of money. On the day the army
marched Suraj ah Dowlah heard of the fall of Katwa, and
thinking that Olive would forestall him in the occupation
of Plassey, halted at Mankarah. Here he proposed to
entrench and await the attack of the English; but find-
ing that they did not cross the Bhagirathi, he continued
his march, and on the evening of the 21st occupied the
lines north of Plassey, which had been thrown up during
the siege of Chandernagore.
On the 22nd Clive crossed the river, and that evening
received a letter from Meer Jaffier suggesting that he
should make a long detour, and surprise Surajah Dowlah
in his camp at Mankarah.    He briefly replied that he
intended to march at once to Plassey and to proceed
next day to Daudpore, and that if Meer Jaffier did not
join him there he would make peace with the Nawab.
The advance then commenced.   The country was flooded,
the rain continued to pour in torrents, and the men,
marching through mud and at times up to their waists
in water, could with difficulty keep their ammunition
dry.    After a most fatiguing march of fifteen miles they
reached Plassey, and passing  through the village   oc-
cupied an  extensive  mango grove  about  one  in   the
morning.    As they were taking up their position the
sound of martial music warned them that the enemy,
who were  supposed  to  be  at  Mankarah,  were   close
at hand,     The unlooked-for rencontre was enough to
shake  Olive's faith  in   the  sincerity of  Meer  Jaffier,
but in the presence of danger he was always the cool,
thoughtful leader of men.    Sentries were posted, and